
  

 

Francis Bacon and Lucian Freud with Fiona Lucraft 
Monday 13th August 2018 10.30am to 3.30pm 
Cost: £30 

Discover the lives and works of these two great 20th century British artists. We will examine 

and compare a range of figurative paintings by Francis Bacon and Lucian Freud. Learn about their creative process, 

consider what influenced them and explore ways of approaching their work. 

 

Unsinkable: The Titanic and popular culture with Stephen Barnard 
Tuesday 14th August 2018 10.00am to 3.30pm 
Cost: £30 

Ever since RMS Titanic struck an iceberg on its maiden voyage, the story of this supposedly 
unsinkable ship has been dramatised in many genres. We will consider the subtly changing 
ways in which the Titanic disaster has been represented in popular culture over the last 100 years, with a particular 
focus on the films ‘A Night to Remember’ (1953) and ‘Titanic’ (1997), and the musical ‘Titanic’ currently touring the 
UK. We’ll consider how contemporary press coverage fixed the mythology of the disaster within just a few days of 
the sinking and how competing political, religious and social causes tried to appropriate the tragedy for themselves. 
We’ll ask whether the media treatment of disasters has really changed at all since the Titanic went down. 

 

Lost and Found: British Treasure Hoards with Lloyd Laing 
Wednesday 15th August 2018 10.00am to 3.00pm 
Cost: £30 

This course looks at some of the greatest collections of gold and silver objects discovered in 
Britain. We will examine some of the questions they invite: Who owned them? Who 
commissioned them? Who were the metalworkers? Where did the raw materials come from? 
What artistic, political or religious influences do the treasures display? Perhaps most intriguing of all – why were 
they lost or deliberately concealed? The stories of their rediscovery are often as dramatic as the times in which they 
were lost. 
 

  
Witness to History: Researching a late 18th Century Quaker Marriage Certificate  
with Barry Dackombe 
Thursday 16th August 2018 10.00am to 1.00pm 
Cost: £15 

On 3rd December 1789 William Morris and Ann Marsh took each other in marriage at the Quaker 
Meeting House in Hitchin. Researching the 80 individuals who signed the certificate involved 
much detective work and scouring of various archives around the country. This talk will consider 
the process of discovering who these witnesses were and in doing so provide an insight into 
contemporary 18th Century England and the Society of Friends (Quakers). 

 

Tintoretto - the Genius of Venice with James Willis 
Thursday 16 August  2018 10.00am to 12noon 

Cost: £12 
 

In his studio we are told that Tintoretto had a sign reading 'the drawing of 

Michelangelo and the colour of Titian.'  At the height of the Venetian Renaissance his paintings reflect the character 

of the city and its population and are perhaps the most Venetian of all the works of his contemporaries.  Deeply 

religious in his philosophy, his saints and disciples are complimented by fashionable gods and goddesses of 

mythologies.  Complex and competitive in personality, discover the breadth of his vision and his innovative 

techniques alongside those of his contemporaries. 

Summer lectures @ the Settlement 



Reading and Interpreting Poetry with Fiona Lucraft 
Monday 20th August 2018 10.30am to 3.30pm 
Cost: £30 

Explore the making and meaning of a selection of poems written in the English 
language from 13th to 21st centuries. We will examine the poet's toolkit including 
the use of language and imagery, form and shape, rhythm and metre. The day will include close reading  
of poems by Christopher Marlowe, George Herbert, John Keats, Emily Brontë, Christina Rossetti, Gerard 
Manley Hopkins, WH Auden, Seamus Heaney and Kathleen Jamie, amongst others. 

The Northern Nomads and their Art with Lloyd Laing 
Tuesday 21st August 2018 10.00am to 3.00pm 

Cost: £30 
 

Originating in the Russian Steppes, The Northern Nomads were a major 
catalyst in the development of European culture, introducing the Indo-
European language root of all modern European languages, horse riding, and a dynamic art that repeatedly 
influenced Europe and to a lesser extent, China. This course looks at this art and its influence, and in particular the 
astonishingly preserved organic remains of the Scythians and not-so-legendary Amazons.     

 

British Art in the 20th Century with James Willis 
Wednesday 22nd August 2018 10.00am to 12noon 

Cost: £12 
 

At the beginning of the 20th Century British artists discovered the avant-garde of their 

colleagues on the continent and during the century trends were followed or ignored 

creating a rich tapestry of styles and approaches in painting and sculpture. 

Beginning with the paintings of Harold Gilman, Spencer Gore and Wyndham Lewis and following sculptors such as 

Frank Dobson, Eric Gill and Henry Moore we will explore some of the important works created during the century.  

Including the work of David Bomberg, Francis Bacon the lecture ends with recent paintings by David Hockney.  
 

Quantum Mechanics with Tim Parrott 
Tuesday 28th August 2018 10.00am to 3.30pm 

Cost: £30 
 

The wonder of Science is often only apparent after a considerable (and complex) body of 
knowledge has been mastered. A notable exception to this is the Quantum world, where 
subatomic particles interact with each other and with Light. This course, specifically set up 
for the mathematically innocent, will fascinate anyone who has ever wondered what constitutes  
physical reality at the deepest level. It really is too good to be left to the physicists." 

 

The English Village with Lloyd Laing 
Wednesday 29th August 2018 10.00am to 12 noon 

Cost: £10 
 

It is often alleged that a village `dates back to Domesday’ or `was founded by the 

Anglo-Saxons’ but few in fact have such origins. This course looks at the process of 

village formation in England, the creation of new villages by `improving’ medieval 

lords of the manor, the effects of the enclosure movement, why some villages have 

become deserted, and what changes villages have experienced in the more recent past.       
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